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safe and less prosecuted than private, like robberies committed be-
tween sun and sun, which the county pays, and no one is greatly con-
cerned in. And as the monster of many heads has less wit in them
all than any one reasonable person, so the monster of many purses
is easier cheated than any one indifferent crafty fool. For all the
difficulty lies in being trusted ; and when he has obtained that, the
business does itself, and if he should happen to be questioned and
called to an account, a bawdy pardon is as cheap as a paymaster's
fee, not above fourteen pence in the pound,
the obstinate man
does not hold  opinions, but  they hold him;   for when he is"!T/k
once possessed with an error, 'tis like the Devil, not to be cast out Obstinate
but with great difficulty. Whatsoever he lays hold on, like a Man"
drowning man, he never loses, though it do but help to sink him the
sooner.    His ignorance is abrupt and inaccessible, impregnable
both by art and nature, and will hold out to the last, though it
has nothing but rubbish to defend. It is as dark as pitch, and sticks
as fast to anything it lays hold on. ... The slighter and more
inconsistent his opinions are, the faster he holds them, otherwise
they would fall asunder of themselves ;  for opinions that are false
ought to be held with more strictness and assurance than those
that are true, otherwise they will be apt to betray their owners
before they are aware.   If he takes to religion, he has faith enough
to save a hundred wiser men than himself, if it were right; but
it is too much to be good;   and though he deny supererogation,
and utterly disclaim any overplus of merits, yet he allows super-
abundant belief, and if the violence of faith will carry the kingdom
of heaven, he stands fair for it.   He delights most of all to differ
in things indifferent; no matter how frivolous they are, they are
weighty enough in proportion to his weak judgment, and he will
rather suffer self-martyrdom than part with the least scruple of
his freehold. ... He is resolved to understand no man's reason but
his own, because he finds no man can understand his but himself.
He makes no bones of mentioning names. One of his most vio-
lent tirades is labelled " A Duke of Bucks " > and the biting critical
dissertation, " A Small Poet," takes the unfortunate Benlowes as an
apt illustration. Of the two samples of Butler given at full length
below, the first is perhaps only a little harsher than previous char-
acterizations by other writers of the genus pedant j the other is
typical Butler—unerring in his insight, merciless in unveiling the
base motives that lurk behind specious pretences.

